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The Commands of Our Lord

“Abide with Me” Part 2.

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.

Today is Resurrection Sunday so we certainly want to stress the importance of the most holy day for the Christian.  We also want to continue with the topic of obeying the command of our Lord to abide in Him.  The world constantly attacks Christians and especially the fact of the physical resurrection of Jesus.  Unbelievers certainly have found the proper focal point of the attack for if Jesus did not rise from the dead then none of us Christians have any hope and we might as well join the atheists in their journey to live this life as if this life is all that there is.  I quoted 1 Cor 15:12-14 last Sunday for Paul made the same conclusion of the hopelessness of life if Jesus were not resurrected from the dead.  Now let me quote a few verses further along to demonstrate our hope.
1Cor 15:20 “But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep.

1Cor 15:21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead.

1Cor 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.”

All people, whether in Adam or in Christ, are going to arise one day.  The ones who died in Christ will rise to live with Him and the others will rise for everlasting punishment.  Since we know that Jesus Christ did rise from the dead then we need to live now like we really believe it by seeking to abide in Him constantly.  So let’s continue with the brief study on abiding.  
1John 2:24 “As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.”
What did we hear from the beginning?  We heard the true Gospel message so the love of Jesus should abide in us as we are grateful for His life and death for us.  With that abiding love in us we will then abide in Jesus and in the Father by letting His words fill our minds.  

1John 2:27 And as for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.

1John 2:28 And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.
One day Jesus Christ will appear to everyone and all knees will bow before Him.  All unbelievers will be terrified at the presence of the Great Judge but His children will be full of joy and will be able to confidently come before Him.  All others will indeed shrink away and try to run into Hell to escape His presence.  
1John 4:13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.
The Holy Spirit lives in us as proof of the fact that we are His children and that Jesus died and was raised from the dead for us.  The Holy Spirit teaches us and gives us gifts for the growth of God’s Kingdom.  All of God’s true children are well aware of the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives and we praise Him.  
2John 1:9 Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son.

We today certainly see and hear of preachers who either add to or take away from the Word.  It is very tempting for a pastor to give in to the adulation of people and to lift up himself or to say things to the people that make them feel good but are not truly the Word of God.  We hear preachers telling people that God wants them to be happy and He wants them to be healed physically.  But the Bible is very clear that we are to have the joy of being one with Christ but that does not necessarily spell a worldly happiness.  Many times people are not physically healed but they are glorifying God in their infirmity.  We are not of this world.  We should desire to lay up treasures for ourselves in heaven, not on earth.  Just look at the lives of all the apostles for our example of people who were blessed by God.  They were not rich and they did not have material abundances.  Some of God’s children do have material things (Joseph was a good example) but the purpose of any earthly blessing for a Christian is so that he can glorify God, not himself.  

Praise God today for His glorious plan that included you to be the recipient of the works of Jesus Christ.  Let us all show our gratitude and everlasting joy by abiding in Him.

